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Overview
Nicole Benjamin is an accomplished trial and appellate lawyer who represents public and private companies in complex disputes
and high-stakes litigation across the country.

She has successfully tried cases to verdict in Rhode Island state and federal court and argued appeals before the Rhode Island
Supreme Court, the United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit, and other federal courts of appeals.  Nicole draws on her
experience as lead law clerk to then-Chief Justice Frank J. Williams of the Rhode Island Supreme Court.

Nicole’s commercial litigation practice includes contract, business tort, fiduciary, and employment disputes.  She defends
manufacturers, suppliers, and distributors against products liability and toxic tort claims in Rhode Island state and federal court,
with particular emphasis on aviation and aerospace clients.  She also routinely represents state and municipal government in
significant matters of public importance.

Clients turn to Nicole when litigation presents significant financial, operational, reputational, or precedent-setting risk.  She is
known for disciplined preparation, responsiveness, and the precision of her arguments.

At AP&S, she chairs the firm’s Products Liability, Toxic Tort & Mass Torts and Appellate Practice Groups.  She also serves on the
firm’s executive committee where her focus is on the firm’s future and leveraging innovative technology to deliver high-quality,
cost-effective legal solutions.

Nicole was named to Lawdragon’s 500 Leading Litigators in America in 2025 and 2026 for her defense work and was named
Best Lawyers Lawyer of the Year for Appellate Practice in Providence in 2023 and 2026.

Nicole is a leader in the legal profession and the Rhode Island community.  She recently served as President of the Rhode Island
Bar Association where she launched a Leadership Academy to cultivate the next generation of bar leaders.  She is the first
alumna to chair the Board of Directors of Roger Williams University School of Law, Rhode Island’s only law school, and serves as
Secretary of the Board of Trustees of Roger Williams University in her hometown of Bristol, Rhode Island.  She is also a past board
chair of Leadership Rhode Island.

Nationally, Nicole is a director of the invitation-only Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel and co-chaired its 2025
Corporate Counsel Symposium.  She has been inducted into the Litigation Counsel of America.  She also serves on the Executive
Council of the National Conference of Bar Presidents and is a member of the American Bar Association and a fellow of the
American Bar Foundation.
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Experience

Trial Court Matters

Aviation and Aerospace 
Served as lead trial counsel in a two-week jury trial in Rhode Island state court on behalf of an aviation engine manufacturer against its•
component manufacturer for breach of contract and related claims arising out of a defective component part, resulting in a seven-
figure verdict in the engine manufacturer’s favor.

Secured a defense verdict for a Fortune 500 industrial conglomerate and its aerospace business in a high-profile federal court action•
alleging wrongful use of civil proceedings, following a five-day jury trial that concluded a multi-year dispute spanning both the district
court and two circuit court appeals.

Secured two summary judgment rulings disposing of all claims in a wrongful death case arising from an aircraft accident in Mississippi•
after years of multi-jurisdictional litigation, wreckage inspections, and expert discovery. Williams v. Avco Corp., No. PC-2015-4900,
2023 WL 8359803 (R.I. Super. Nov. 28, 2023); Williams v. Avco Corp., No. PC-2015-4900, 2024 WL 127400 (R.I. Super. Jan. 3, 2024),
aff’d Williams v. Avco Corp., 2024-144, 2026 WL 2177639 (R.I. July 29, 2026) [full text].

Defends an American manufacturer of aircraft engines for general aviation aircraft in multi-jurisdictional products liability and wrongful•
death actions across the country.

Led the successful defense of the manufacturer of headset communication systems in Massachusetts Superior Court against products•
liability claims brought by an aircraft pilot alleging hearing loss and tinnitus.

Authored an amicus brief on behalf of the Product Liability Advisory Council in support of The Boeing Company in a Ninth Circuit appeal•
arising out of a catastrophic helicopter crash in Huntington Beach, California.

Defends an aviation matter in New Hampshire Superior Court involving claims of pilot negligence and negligent supervision arising from•
an injury sustained during a powerline project.

Products Liability and Toxic Tort 
Represents the manufacturers of pelvic, hernia, and breast mesh and other medical devices in products liability litigation throughout•
New England, defending against strict liability, negligence, failure to warn, and warranty claims, and has been retained as both trial and
appellate counsel.

Retained as appellate counsel and handled post-trial motions, an emergency petition, and the subsequent appeal to the Rhode Island•
Supreme Court after a jury returned a verdict in a bellwether products liability case against a hernia mesh manufacturer.

Defended a global consumer electronics company in a Rhode Island federal court wrongful death action where the estates of two•
decedents alleged that a house fire was caused by a defective laptop.

Serves with a litigation group at one of the largest global law firms in defense of a multinational oil and gas company in the first climate•
change lawsuit brought by a state alleging that fossil fuel manufacturers have created a public nuisance.

Governmental 
Co-led the defense of the State of Rhode Island, in a case of first impression, against a constitutional challenge to the tolling of tractor-•
trailer trucks on interstate highways. Successfully petitioned the First Circuit for a rare writ of advisory mandamus and later second-
chaired the 12-day bench trial. After four years of litigation, including three First Circuit appeals, the First Circuit determined that truck-

https://www.courts.ri.gov/Decisions/15-4900_11-29-23.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Decisions/15-4900_11-29-23.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Decisions/15-4900_11-29-23.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Decisions/15-4900_1-4-2024.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Decisions/15-4900_1-4-2024.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Opinions/Supreme-24-144.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Opinions/Supreme-24-144.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/opinion/10936222/carol-williams-individually-and-for-and-on-behalf-of-the-estate-and-the/?q=williams+v.+avco
https://www.apslaw.com/
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only tolls are constitutional and permitted the tolling program to resume. Am. Trucking Ass’ns v. Rhode Island Tpk. & Bridge Auth., 123
F.4th 27 (1st Cir. 2024) [full text].

Represented the Rhode Island Department of Education and its Commissioner of Education in the historic intervention in the City of•
Providence’s public school system and the ensuing multi-year dispute over the City’s obligation to fund the school system, and, after a
multi-day evidentiary hearing, secured a decision confirming the Commissioner’s constitutional authority to withhold state aid from the
City to satisfy the City’s funding obligation, resulting in settlements exceeding $30 million. Smiley v. Infante-Green, No.
PC-2023-03940 (R.I. Super. Ct. Nov. 8, 2024).

Advised the Rhode Island Lottery following the United States Supreme Court’s landmark decision in Murphy v. NCAA, 584 U.S. 453•
(2018), which paved the way for legalized sports betting. Under that guidance, Rhode Island became the first New England state to
implement sports wagering and one of the first in the country to implement online sports wagering. Successfully defended the Rhode
Island Lottery in litigation challenging the constitutionality of both forms of wagering and in a subsequent appeal. Harrop v. Rhode
Island Division of Lotteries, No. PC-2019-5273 (R.I. Super. Ct. June 1, 2020).

Has represented the State of Rhode Island, including its Governor, General Treasurer and Employees’ Retirement System, since 2010, in•
multiple cases and a class action challenging the constitutionality of pension reform. Six of ten cases resulted in a settlement, approved
after a five-day fairness hearing, which retained approximately 92 percent of the pension savings the state obtained through the
challenged legislation. Rhode Island Public Employees Retiree Coalition v. Raimondo, No. PC 2015-1468, 2015 WL 3648161 (R.I. Super.
June 9, 2015). The Rhode Island Supreme Court affirmed the Superior Court’s approval of the settlement. Clifford v. Raimondo, 184
A.3d 673 (R.I. 2018) [full text]. Three other cases were dismissed and, in the tenth case, secured summary judgment on behalf of the
client. One case is ongoing.

Life Sciences 
Worked alongside the antitrust litigation team of a “Global Elite”-ranked international law firm for six years to defend a leading specialty•
pharmaceutical company in pharmaceutical antitrust multidistrict litigation against theories of “pay‑for‑delay,” patent fraud, and
product hopping to block or delay generic competition, and was selected as one of four lead trial attorneys to try the 14 consolidated
cases, which ultimately resolved after jury empanelment, on the eve of trial.

Represented a manufacturer of specialty ventilation devices in antitrust litigation before the United States District Court for the Western•
District of Texas, where false advertising, unfair competition and a variety of other business torts were also at issue, and negotiated a
resolution before trial.

Defends pharmacy benefit managers in 31 antitrust cases assigned to a multidistrict litigation docket coordinated in Rhode Island where•
plaintiffs allege that the defendants orchestrated a horizontal conspiracy to fix and suppress the rates of reimbursement paid to
independent pharmacies for generic drugs.

Represents a pharmacy benefit manager and group purchasing organizations in federal court litigation in which the plaintiff alleges the•
defendants engaged in unfair and deceptive acts and practices in violation of Rhode Island’s Deceptive Trade Practices Act that
harmed consumers and negatively impacted competition in the prescription drug and pharmacy market.

Intellectual Property
On the eve of trial of a high-stakes federal court trade secrets case, secured a resolution of all claims on behalf of the world’s largest toy•
manufacturer.

Defended a chemical manufacturing company on the Connecticut Superior Court Complex Litigation Docket against trade secret,•
unfair competition and related claims brought by a competitor following a failed acquisition, obtaining a resolution after two weeks of
jury selection.

Employment
Defends private and public employers in employment discrimination, wrongful termination, harassment, and wage and hour cases•

https://www.ca1.uscourts.gov/sites/ca1/files/opnfiles/22-1795P-01A.pdf
https://www.ca1.uscourts.gov/sites/ca1/files/opnfiles/22-1795P-01A.pdf
https://www.ca1.uscourts.gov/sites/ca1/files/opnfiles/22-1795P-01A.pdf
https://www.ca1.uscourts.gov/sites/ca1/files/opnfiles/22-1795P-01A.pdf
https://www.ca1.uscourts.gov/sites/ca1/files/opnfiles/22-1795P-01A.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/opinion/10289638/american-trucking-associations-inc-v-rhode-island-turnpike-and-bridge/?q=rhodeworks
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Decisions/Superior-PC-2023-3940.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Decisions/Superior-PC-2023-3940.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Decisions/Superior-PC-2023-3940.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Decisions/Harrop%20v.%20RI%20Lottery,%20PC19-5273.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Decisions/Harrop%20v.%20RI%20Lottery,%20PC19-5273.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Decisions/Harrop%20v.%20RI%20Lottery,%20PC19-5273.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Decisions/15-1468-6-9-15.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Decisions/15-1468-6-9-15.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Decisions/15-1468-6-9-15.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Opinions/15-379.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Opinions/15-379.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Opinions/15-379.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/opinion/4504620/joseph-clifford-v-gina-raimondo-in-her-capacity-as-governor-of-the-state/?q=clifford+v.+raimondo
https://www.apslaw.com/
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regularly in state and federal court.

General Commercial 
Defended a United States defense contractor in Massachusetts federal court litigation brought by a Saudi Arabian company that•
claimed a right to commissions on the sale of military weapons to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and obtained affirmance of that
judgment on appeal. Arabian Support & Servs. Co. v. Textron Sys. Corp., 368 F. Supp. 3d 211 (D. Mass. 2019), aff’d 943 F.3d 42 (1st Cir.
2019).

Represents businesses in commercial disputes in state and federal court, including those involving breach of contract, business tort,•
and, in Massachusetts, chapter 93A claims.

Investigations and White Collar 
Counsels individuals and businesses in responding to government investigations, responding to grand jury subpoenas, and conducting•
internal investigations.

Appellate Matters
After securing two summary judgment rulings disposing of all claims in a wrongful death case arising from an aircraft accident in•
Mississippi, briefed and argued the appeal to the Rhode Island Supreme Court, obtaining affirmance on both the applicability of a
federal statute of repose under the General Aviation Revitalization Act and the absence of expert evidence of causation. Williams v.
Avco Corp., 2024-144, 2026 WL 2177639 (R.I. July 29, 2026) [full text].

In a case concerning an attorney’s ethical duty of loyalty, obtained reversal of a district judge’s grant of summary judgment on the basis•
that the district court had improperly conflated the fact of damage with damages when ruling on a claim for breach of fiduciary duty.
Avco Corp. v. Turner, 21-2750, 2022 U.S. App. LEXIS 20256 (3d Cir. 2022).

After obtaining confirmation of a foreign arbitral tribunal award in favor of the University of Notre Dame (USA) in England in a contractual•
dispute relating to construction defects, represented the university before the First Circuit, which affirmed the district court’s
confirmation of the arbitral tribunal’s assessment of damages. Notre Dame (USA) in England v. TJAC Waterloo, LLC, 49 F.4th 13 (1st Cir.
2022) [full text].

Represented Rhode Island’s Governor and Speaker of the House of Representatives on a petition for a writ of advisory mandamus to the•
United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit, obtaining reversal of the district court’s ruling on the application of legislative
privilege to subpoenaed documents and testimony in a dormant Commerce Clause challenge to the state’s tolling of tractor-trailer
trucks. Am. Trucking Ass’ns v. Alviti, 14 F.4th 76 (1st Cir. 2021).

On behalf of the Governor, the General Treasurer and the Employees’ Retirement System of the State of Rhode Island, briefed and•
argued in the First Circuit, obtaining affirmance of the district court’s dismissal of constitutional challenges brought by a municipality’s
public safety employees to pension reform legislation enacted by the Rhode Island General Assembly in 2011. Cranston Firefighters,
IAFF Local 1363 v. Raimondo, 880 F.3d 44 (1st Cir. 2018) [full text].

On behalf of the same clients, briefed and argued a separate appeal by a group of retirees purporting to challenge the legislation•
enacted to give effect to the settlement, and the First Circuit affirmed the district court’s dismissal in all respects. Efreom v. McKee, 46
F.4th 9 (1st Cir. 2022), cert denied, 143 S. Ct. 576 (2023) [full text].

Briefed and argued an issue of first impression in the Rhode Island Supreme Court, resulting in the recognition of a statutory right for•
trustees to recover their attorneys’ fees when a trust beneficiary refuses, without any basis, to release the trustee of his or her fiduciary
duties. In re Bagdis Living Trust Agreement, 136 A.3d 1122 (R.I. 2016) [full text].

On behalf of the Rhode Island Bar Association as amicus curiae, briefed and argued issues of first impression related to the unauthorized•
practice of law before the Rhode Island Supreme Court, resulting in a decision that drafting deeds and examination of title for
marketability constitutes the practice of law. In re Paplauskas, 228 A.3d 43 (R.I. 2020) [full text].

https://www.ca1.uscourts.gov/sites/ca1/files/opnfiles/19-1377P-01A.pdf
https://www.ca1.uscourts.gov/sites/ca1/files/opnfiles/19-1377P-01A.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Opinions/Supreme-24-144.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Opinions/Supreme-24-144.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Opinions/Supreme-24-144.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/opinion/10936222/carol-williams-individually-and-for-and-on-behalf-of-the-estate-and-the/?q=williams+v.+avco
https://www2.ca3.uscourts.gov/opinarch/212750np.pdf
https://www2.ca3.uscourts.gov/opinarch/212750np.pdf
https://www.ca1.uscourts.gov/sites/ca1/files/opnfiles/21-1558P-01A.pdf
https://www.ca1.uscourts.gov/sites/ca1/files/opnfiles/21-1558P-01A.pdf
https://www.ca1.uscourts.gov/sites/ca1/files/opnfiles/21-1558P-01A.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/opinion/8240797/the-university-of-notre-dame-usa-in-england-v-tjac-waterloo-llc/?q=&type=o&order_by=score+desc&case_name=notre+dame&stat_Published=on&court=ca1
https://www.ca1.uscourts.gov/sites/ca1/files/opnfiles/20-2120P-01A.pdf
https://www.ca1.uscourts.gov/sites/ca1/files/opnfiles/17-1293P-01A.pdf
https://www.ca1.uscourts.gov/sites/ca1/files/opnfiles/17-1293P-01A.pdf
https://www.ca1.uscourts.gov/sites/ca1/files/opnfiles/17-1293P-01A.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/opinion/4460980/cranston-firefighters-iaff-local-1363-v-raimondo/?q=&type=o&order_by=score+desc&case_name=raimondo&stat_Published=on&court=ca1
https://www.ca1.uscourts.gov/sites/ca1/files/opnfiles/21-1382P-01A.pdf
https://www.ca1.uscourts.gov/sites/ca1/files/opnfiles/21-1382P-01A.pdf
https://www.ca1.uscourts.gov/sites/ca1/files/opnfiles/21-1382P-01A.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/opinion/7857945/efreom-v-mckee/?q=clifford+v.+raimondo
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Opinions/15-40.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Opinions/15-40.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/opinion/3188624/in-re-the-janet-s-bagdis-living-trust-agreement-dated-september-23-1996/?q=&type=o&order_by=score+desc&case_name=bagdis&stat_Published=on&court=ri
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Opinions/18-161,%20162,%20163.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Opinions/18-161,%20162,%20163.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/opinion/4757427/in-re-william-e-paplauskas-jr-in-re-daniel-s-balkun-and-balkun-title/?q=&type=o&order_by=score+desc&case_name=balkun&stat_Published=on&court=ri
https://www.apslaw.com/
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Credentials

Practices
Life Sciences•

Litigation•

Complex & Business Litigation•

Appellate•

Products Liability/Toxic Tort/Mass Torts•

Intellectual Property Litigation•

Cyber and Data Security•

Intellectual Property•

Education
Roger Williams University School of Law (J.D., magna cum laude, 2006)•

University of Rhode Island (B.A., magna cum laude, 2003)•

Admissions
Rhode Island•

Massachusetts•

Connecticut•

New Hampshire•

U.S. District Court, District of Rhode Island•

U.S. District Court, District of Massachusetts•

U.S. District Court, District of Connecticut•

U.S. District Court, District of New Hampshire•

U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit•

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit•

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit•

U.S. Tax Court•

U.S. Supreme Court•

Honors
Legal 500, US Elite: New England, 2026, Commercial Disputes.•

Massachusetts Go To Lawyer, Commercial Law 2025.•

Best Lawyers’ 2026 Lawyer of the Year, Appellate Practice, Providence.•

https://www.apslaw.com/practice/life-sciences/
https://www.apslaw.com/practice/litigation/
https://www.apslaw.com/practice/litigation/commercial-disputes/
https://www.apslaw.com/practice/litigation/appellate/
https://www.apslaw.com/practice/litigation/products-liability-toxic-tort-mass-tort/
https://www.apslaw.com/practice/litigation/intellectual-property-litigation/
https://www.apslaw.com/practice/cyber-and-data-security/
https://www.apslaw.com/practice/intellectual-property/
https://www.apslaw.com/
https://www.apslaw.com/
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Named in Lawdragon 500 Leading Litigators in America, which annually recognizes the top lawyers across the country, 2025-2026.•

Selected by her peers for inclusion in the 2019 – 2027 editions of The Best Lawyers in America® in the field of Commercial Litigation and•
Appellate Practice.

Recognized by Chambers USA America’s Leading Business Lawyers in the area of Litigation: General Commercial, 2019-2026.•

Professional Excellence in the Law, Appellate, Rhode Island Monthly, 2019 – 2026.•

Selected as a Rhode Island Super Lawyer 2021-2026.•

Best Lawyers’ 2023 Lawyer of the Year, Appellate Practice, Providence.•

Inaugural recipient of the Nicole J. Benjamin Leadership Award, awarded by Leadership Rhode Island, December 2022.•

Inducted into the Cranston Hall of Fame, October 2022.•

Recognized as a Leader in the Law, 2022 Excellence in the Law Awards, Rhode Island Lawyers Weekly.•

Recipient of the 2022 Threads of Leadership Award by Leadership Rhode Island.•

Recognized as a 2021 Trailblazer in Business by R.I.S.E. (Realizing Inspiration & Sustaining Excellence).•

AV rated by Martindale-Hubbell, its highest rating for attorneys.•

Named Rhode Island Rising Star 2012 – 2020, by the publishers of Super Lawyers.•

Named 40 Under Forty by Providence Business News.•

Recipient of the 2017 Rhode Island Bar Journal Lauren E. Jones, Esq. Writing Award.•

Recipient of the Roger Williams University School of Law 2016 Alumni Service Award.•

Magna cum laude graduate of Roger Williams University School of Law and the University of Rhode Island•

Seminars/Publications

Publications
FDCC Speaks: Prodcast – Cross Border Discovery (August 2026).•

Aviation Update: Rhode Island Supreme Court Affirms Discovery Limits Under GARA, Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel•
Friday 5 (August 28, 2026).

Ninth Circuit Poised to Decide Whether Public Aircraft are Exempt from GARA’s Statute of Repose, Federation of Defense and•
Corporate Counsel Friday 5 (March 6, 2026).

Why winning at all costs isn’t winning at all, Litigation Counsel of America (October 2025) (co-author).•

FDCC Speaks: Prodcast – Rhode Island Products Liability Law with Nicole Benjamin (September 2025).•

Grounded by Rule 702: Plaintiffs’ Aviation Experts Face Turbulence in Court, Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel Friday 5•
(Sept. 5, 2025).

Contributing author to American Bar Association’s The Law of Class Action: Fifty State Survey annually 2015-2026 and author of its•
chapter on class action law in Rhode Island. This text is additionally published by Thomson Reuters as a supplement to the hard bound
volumes of the prestigious Newberg and Rubenstein on Class Actions.

Leave the Ladder Down, Rhode Island Bar Journal (May/June 2024).•

Artificial Intelligence and the Future of the Practice, Rhode Island Bar Journal (March/April 2024)•

The Power of Strengths, Rhode Island Bar Journal (January/February 2024)•

Charity, Public Service and Gratitude, Rhode Island Bar Journal (November/December 2023)•

A Supreme Challenge, Rhode Island Bar Journal (September/October 2023)•

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/prodcast-cross-border-discovery-issues/id1620563851?i=1000786527438
https://fedspeaks360.libsyn.com/prodcast-2-rhode-island-with-nicole-benjamin
https://www.apslaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Leave-the-Ladder-Down-1.pdf
https://www.apslaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Artificial-Intelligence-and-the-Future-of-the-Practice.pdf
https://www.apslaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/The-Power-of-Strengths.pdf
https://www.apslaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Charity-Public-Service-and-Gratitude.pdf
https://www.apslaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/A-Supreme-Challenge.pdf
https://www.apslaw.com/
https://www.apslaw.com/
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The Lawyer Stories Podcast – Nicole J. Benjamin | Roger Williams Law Grad becomes President of RI Bar Association (August 2023)•

Our Bar Community, Rhode Island Bar Journal (July/August 2023)•

FedSpeaks: How FDCC Members Get it Done – with Nicole Benjamin (October 2022)•

May it Please the New Rhode Island Supreme Court, RI Lawyers Weekly (January 2021).•

Five Things the Rhode Island Supreme Court Wants You To Know About Civil and Appellate Practice, Rhode Island Bar Journal (May/June•
2017).

Roger Williams University School of Law: The First Twenty Years – The Rise of Rhode Island’s Law School, 19 Roger Williams U. L. Rev. 638•
(2014) (co-author).

Closing Argument – Reflections on the First Twenty Years, RWU Law Magazine (Jan. 2014).•

Rhode Island chapter of Fifty-State Survey, The Law of Class Action (American Bar Association 2012) (co-author).•

Rhode Island chapter of State-by-State Survey of the Statutes of Limitation and Repose Applicable to Pharmaceutical and Medical•
Device Litigation (American Bar Association, 2012) (co-author).

“Military Trials of Terrorists: From the Lincoln Conspirators to the Guantanamo Inmates,” 39 Northern Kentucky L. Rev. 609 (2012) (co-•
author).

“Introduction of International Law,” World History Encyclopedia, ABC-CLIO, 2011.•

Rhode Island chapter of A Practitioner’s Guide to Class Actions (American Bar Association 2010) (co-author).•

“Close-Hauling Toward Simplified Eligibility Under the Longshore and Harbor Workers’ Compensation Act,” 35 Tulane Maritime Law J. 45•
(Winter 2010) (co-author).

“Still a Frightening Unknown: Achieving a Constitutional Balance between Civil Liberties and National Security during the War on Terror,”•
12 Roger Williams U. L. Rev. 675 (2007) (co-author).

“Unlocking America’s Courthouse Doors: Restoring a Presumption of First Amendment Access as a Means of Reviving Public Faith in the•
Judiciary,” 11 Roger Williams U. L. Rev. 193 (2005).

Seminars
Questioning Strategies for Litigators: Depositions, Voir Dire, Cross-Examination and More, National Business Institute, forthcoming•
January 2027.

Managing Risk: Aligning Contracts, Coverage and Claims, Corporate Counsel Symposium (moderator), forthcoming September 2026.•

Crossing Borders: Winning Strategies for International Discovery, Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel (panelist), Lisbon,•
Portugal, July 2026.

Deepfake Evidence in the Era of Artificial Intelligence, Rhode Island Bar Association Annual Meeting (panelist), June 2026.•

Deepfakes in Litigation: When Seeing Isn’t Believing, Adler Pollock & Sheehan P.C. 2026 Ethics Seminar, May 2026.•

AI in Action: Practical Tools for Bar Associations and Legal Professionals, National Conference of Bar Presidents Mid-Year Meeting, San•
Antonio, TX, February 2026.

Back to the Future of Site Inspection Tech: Old Cases with New Tools, Defense Research Institute 2026 Product Liability Conference,•
San Antonio, TX (moderator), February 2026.

Aviation Law Updates, Defense Research Institute Substantive Law Committee Program, Chicago, IL (panelist), October 2025.•

FDCC Speaks: Prodcast – Rhode Island Products Liability Law with Nicole Benjamin•

Cultivating Today’s and Tomorrow’s Legal Leaders: Strategies for Law Firms and In-House Counsel, Federation of Defense and•
Corporate Counsel Annual Meeting, Park City, UT (panelist), July 2025.

Introduction to Federal Civil Practice, Rhode Island Bar Annual Meeting (moderator), June 2025.•

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8whcfZyWELk
https://www.apslaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Our-Bar-Community.pdf
https://fedspeaks360.libsyn.com/fdcc-speaks-with-valerie-kellner-nicole-benjamin
https://www.apslaw.com/
https://www.apslaw.com/
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Redefining Legal Practice: How Bar Leaders Can Drive AI Change, Compliance, and Competence, National Conference of Bar•
Presidents Mid-Year Meeting, Phoenix, AZ (moderator), February 2025.

Recent Developments in the Law – Courts, Civil Procedure and Evidence, Rhode Island Bar Association CLE, annually 2014 – 2024.•

Tables Turned: When Lawyers are Witnesses and their Communications are Exhibit A, Client In-House CLE, September 2024.•

DEI in the Workplace After SFFA, Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel, Corporate Counsel Symposium, New Orleans, LA,•
September 2024.

Charting a Path Forward for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion After SFFA, Association of Leadership Programs 2024 National Conference,•
August 2024.

Pathways to the Bench and Bar, Rhode Island Bar Association Leadership Academy, March 2024.•

Institutional to Innovative: New Arguments in Product Liability Aviation/Products, Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel Winter•
Meeting, St. Petersburg, FL, February 2024.

Ethics of Direct and Cross Examination, District of Rhode Island Litigation Academy (co-presented with Chief Judge McConnell),•
November 2023.

Report on Wellbeing and DEI Initiatives, Panelist, New England Bar Association Annual Meeting, Salem, MA, November 2023.•

Can You DIG It? What in-house and outside counsel need to know about dual-purpose attorney-client communications after the U.S.•
Supreme Court’s dismissed as improvidently granted order in In re Grand Jury, Rhode Island Bar Association CLE, October 2023.

Strengths-Based Leadership for High Performing Legal Teams, Presenter, Corporate Counsel Symposium in Philadelphia, PA,•
Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel, October 2023.

Charting a Path Forward for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion after SFFA, Papitto Opportunity Connection Connector Conference,•
October 2023.

Obtaining and Admitting Mobile Phone Evidence at Trial: Call Logs, Text Messages, and Location Data, Stafford CLE, August 2023.•

The Edward Gallogly Inn of Court, 2023 Honorable Edward Newman Seminar, Refresh and Renew Your Evidence! Digital and Social•
Media Evidence (May 2023).

Deposition Ethics, District of Rhode Island Litigation Academy (co-presented with Chief Judge McConnell), May 2023.•

Social Media Use and Other Complex Jury Issues, Client In-House CLE, May 2023•

Can You Dig It? What In-House and Outside Counsel Need To Know About Attorney Client Communications After The U.S. Supreme•
Court’s Dismissed As Improvidently Granted Order In In re Grand Jury, AP&S Ethics Seminar, May 2023.Social Media Use and Other
Complex Jury Issues, Rhode Island Bar Association CLE, February 2023.

Social Media Use and Other Complex Jury Issues, Oklahoma Bar Association Criminal Law Section’s 2022 Forensic Academy, August•
2022.

Obtaining Mobile Phone Evidence Without the Individual Device, Strafford CLE, July 2022.•

Mobile Phone Evidence at Trial: Obtaining and Admitting Call Logs, Text Messages and Location Data, Strafford CLE, January, 2022.•

Moderator, Coming Together: An Open Conversation with O. Rogeriee Thompson, Circuit Judge of the First Circuit of Appeals and John•
J. McConnell, Jr., Chief Judge of the District of Rhode Island, Rhode Island Bar Association CLE, June 2021.

Mobile Phone Evidence at Trial: Obtaining and Admitting Call Logs, Text Messages and Location Data, May, 2021.•

Unauthorized Practice of Law in Real Estate, Rhode Island Bar Association Title Standards Committee, October 2020.•

Obtaining and Admitting Mobile Phone Evidence at Trial: Call Logs, Text Messages, and Location Data, Strafford Webinar, April 2020.•

Emerging Data Types: Privacy Considerations, Panelist, Women in eDiscovery – Boston Chapter CLE, March 2020.•

You Can Bet On It! Sports Wagering in Rhode Island, Pawtucket Bar Association CLE, September 25, 2019.•

Don’t Get Caught in the Regulatory Web! Lessons for In-House and Government Attorneys from Mistakes Made by Domino’s, Amazon,•

https://www.apslaw.com/
https://www.apslaw.com/
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Nike and Others About Website ADA Compliance, Adler Pollock & Sheehan CLE, May 2019.

Ethics in eDiscovery: A View from the Parties, CLE, February 2019.•

Electronic Discovery for Colleges and Universities, in-house client CLE, January 2019.•

Ethical Considerations in the Global Data Environment, Safeguarding Client Information in 2018 CLE, May 2018.•

Voir Dire and Jury Selection, Social Media Use and Other Complex Jury Issues, NBI, May 2018.•

ESI for Plaintiffs, Solo Practitioners and Small Firms – How to Catch Up Electronically With the Big Guys, Rhode Island Bar Association•
Annual Meeting, (panelist) June 2017.

Legal Considerations for the “Smart” Workplace, Adler Pollock & Sheehan CLE, April 2017.•

E-Discovery Basics, Rhode Island Bar Association Government Lawyers Committee CLE, November 2016.•

Women’s Leadership Network Seminar, Roger Williams University School of Architecture, Art History and Historic Preservation, (panelist)•
October 2016.

How to Get Your Social Media, Email and Text Evidence Admitted (and Keep Theirs Out), NBI, June, 2016 (co-presenter).•

When Courts of Law and Public Opinion Collide, RI Bar Association Annual Meeting (co-presenter), June 2016.•

Adding New Sources of E-Discovery to Your Litigation Toolkit, CLE hosted by the Rhode Island Department of Attorney General, May•
2016.

Social Media and the Practice of Law: How Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter Can Help You Fulfill Your Duty of Competency, Federal Bar•
Association, Rhode Island Chapter, Lunch and Learn Series, April 2016.

Representing Your Client in Federal Court, NBI, (co-presenter) November 2015.•

Supreme Ghostbusting, Email Gatekeeping and Other Issues of First Impression, July 2015.•

Voir Dire and Jury Selection, NBI (co-presenter), February 2015.•

The Court’s Role in Managing High Profile Civil and Criminal Cases, American College of Trial Lawyers’ Regional Meeting (panelist), June•
2014.

Everything You Don’t Know About E-Discovery (But Wish You Did), NBI (co-presenter), June 2014.•

Appellate Practice CLE, RI Bar Association Annual Meeting (co-presenter), June 2014.•

Premises Liability Update, Rhode Island Bar Association Title Standards and Practices Committee, December 2013.•

Incorporating Social Media into Your Marketing Plan – An Introduction to Connecting, Tweeting, Friending and Blogging, The•
Environmental Business Council of New England RI Chapter Program, May 2013 (panelist).

Moderator, Civil Liberties and Wartime, Rhode Island Bar Association Annual Meeting, June 2012.•

Keeping it Local: From Coffee Milk to Del’s Lemonade, Tips on Finding a Local Audience, National Conference of Law Reviews (co-•
presenter), March 2012.

May It Please The Court: Best Practices for Rhode Island Supreme Court Appeals, CLE, September 2011 (co-presenter), March 2012.•

Rhode Island Appellate Practice: Some Tips and Pitfalls, CLE (co-presenter), April 2011.•

Electronic Discovery: Unraveling Email Strings and Strands, CLE (co-presenter), April 2011.•

News

Nicole has been featured and quoted by numerous media outlets, including:

AI in practice: How new technology is affecting litigation practice, Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly and Rhode Island Lawyers Weekly•
(July 27, 2026).

ABA opinion concludes biased jury strikes violate ethics rule, Rhode Island Lawyers Weekly (July 28, 2025).•

https://masslawyersweekly.com/2026/07/27/ai-in-practice-how-new-technology-is-affecting-litigation-practice/
https://masslawyersweekly.com/2026/07/27/ai-in-practice-how-new-technology-is-affecting-litigation-practice/
https://rilawyersweekly.com/blog/2025/07/28/aba-formal-opinion-jury-discrimination-rule-8-4g/
https://www.apslaw.com/
https://www.apslaw.com/
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Rhode Island Women Lawyers: Past, Present & Future, Rhode Island Bar Journal (Nov./Dec. 2024).•

The Lawyer Stories Podcast– Roger Williams Law Grad becomes President of RI Bar Association, Episode 149 (August 2023).•

S. senator issues DEI warning to law firms, Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly, Rhode Island Lawyers Weekly (July 26, 2023).•

Revised Rule 23 streamlines class action settlement process, Rhode Island Lawyers Weekly (January 3, 2019).•

 

Professional Affiliations
Director, The Federation of Defense & Corporate Counsel•

Director, Board of Directors (2026- present)•

Co-Chair, Corporate Counsel Symposium (2024-2025).•

Vice Chair, Projects & Objectives, Pod Leader (2026-present)•

Vice Chair, Membership Recruitment Committee (2025 – present).•

Vice Chair, Products Liability (2025 – present).•

Vice Chair, Amicus and Public Policy (2025 – present).•

Communications Chair, Projects & Objectives (2025 – 2026).•

New Member Liaison, Products Liability (2025 – 2026).•

State Representative for Rhode Island (2025 – 2026).•

Co-Chair, Podcasts (2025 – 2026).•

Ex Officio, Aviation Section (2024 – present).•

Chair, Aviation Section (2023 – 2024).•

Member, Corporate Counsel Symposium Planning Committee (2022-2024).•

Fellow, Litigation Counsel of America (2025-present).•

Executive Council, National Conference of Bar Presidents•

Chair, Communications Committee (2025 – 2026).•

Program Committee (2024-2025).•

Rhode Island Bar Association•

President, Rhode Island Bar Association (2023 – 2024).•

President Elect, Rhode Island Bar Association (2022-2023).•

Treasurer, Rhode Island Bar Association (2021-2022).•

Secretary, Rhode Island Bar Association (2020 – 2021).•

Chair, Annual Meeting (2021).•

Editor-in-Chief, Rhode Island Bar Journal (2019 – 2020).•

Executive Committee, Rhode Island Bar Association (2016 – present).•

Co-Chair, Rhode Island Bar Association Strategic Planning Committee (2017).•

Delegate, Rhode Island Bar Association House of Delegates (2010 – present).•

Member (2006 – present)•

Fellow, Rhode Island Bar Foundation (2011 – present).•

https://s3.amazonaws.com/membercentralcdn/sitedocuments/ribar/ribar/0234/2808234.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAIHKD6NT2OL2HNPMQ&Expires=1788047407&Signature=bJoyOBcKWzmWMsfGofCFGLky5dk%3D&response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22RI%20Bar%5FND%5F2024%5F5A%5FWeb%2Epdf%22%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF%2D8%27%27RI%2520Bar%255FND%255F2024%255F5A%255FWeb%252Epdf&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8whcfZyWELk
https://masslawyersweekly.com/2023/07/26/u-s-senator-issues-dei-warning-to-law-firms/
https://www.apslaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Revised-Rule-23-streamlines-class-actio...pdf
https://www.apslaw.com/
https://www.apslaw.com/
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Executive Committee (2024 – present).•

Member, American Bar Association (2023 – present).•

Fellow, American Bar Foundation (2023 – present).•

Federal Bar Association (R.I. Chapter).•

President (2025 – present).•

Vice President, Membership Chair (2019 – 2025).•

Treasurer (2017 – 2019).•

Secretary (2016-2017).•

Member, Rhode Island Advisory Council, New England Legal Foundation (2023-2025).•

Chair, Rhode Island Superior Court Business Calendar Commercial Litigation Subcommittee (2019 – 2020).•

Co-chair, 2017 District Conference for the United States District Court for the District of Rhode Island, “The eLawyer Era and the Court –•
Challenges for the Future” (2017).

 

In The Community
Board of Directors, Roger Williams University School of Law (2014 – present).•

Chair (2026-present)•

Vice Chair (2020 – 2026).•

Trustee, Roger Williams University (2020 – present).•

Executive Committee (2023- present).•

Secretary (2024-present).•

Chair, Recruitment, Retention and Student Life Committee (2023 – present).•

Member, Academic Affairs Committee (2020 – present).•

Board of Governors, Leadership Rhode Island•

Chair (2020 – 2022).•

Secretary (2014 – 2019).•

Member, Iota II Class (2013).•

Board of Directors, Women’s Resource Center•

Past-President, Executive Committee and Chair, Governance Committee (2019 –2020).•

President (2018 – 2019).•

Vice President (2017 – 2018).•

Secretary (2015 – 2017).•

Chair, Development Committee (2017 – 2018).•

Board of Governors, The University Club (2019 – 2023)•

Secretary (2022 – 2023).•

UClub Women Committee (2019 – present).•

Co-chair, Roger Williams University School of Law 20th Anniversary Honorary Committee (2013 – 2014).•

https://www.apslaw.com/
https://www.apslaw.com/
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Roger Williams University School of Law Alumni Association•

President (2010-2012).•

Vice President (2008-2010).•

Ex Officio Member, Roger Williams University School of Law Advisory Board (2010 – 2012).•

Member, Rhode Island Supreme Court Bridge the Gap Working Group (2010 – 2011).•

Board of Directors, Poverello Center (2011).•

https://www.apslaw.com/
https://www.apslaw.com/
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